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Dear Guests,

The Music Managers Forum Canada extends a warm welcome to the 12th Annual 
Honour Roll Awards Reception in our 22nd year. 

Tonight, we are taking time out to reflect and celebrate the achievements of artists 
and managers, and the class of the 2017 Honour Roll: Susan de Cartier, Riley 
O’Connor, Daniel Caesar, Matthew Burnett & Jordan Evans.

The Honour Roll Award exists to recognize outstanding achievements and ex-
cellence in Canadian and international artist management. SUSAN DE CARTIER 
will join previous Honour Roll Award inductees Chris Smith (2017), Lorne Saifer 
(2016), Rob Lanni & Eric Lawrence (2015), Gilles Paquin (2014), Jake Gold 
(2013), Larry Wanagas (2012), Terry McBride (2011), Sam Feldman (2010), Ray 
Danniels (2009), Bruce Allen (2008), and Bernie Finkelstein (2007). 

The Brian Chater Pioneer Award is bestowed upon individuals who have been 
instrumental in creating the framework for music management in the Canadian 
entertainment industries. RILEY O’CONNOR will join previous recipients Duff Ro-
man (2017) Michael Cohl (2016), Pegi Cecconi (2015), Brian Chater (2014), Neill 
Dixon & Steve Propas (2013), Donald Tarlton & Terry Flood (2012), Mary Martin 
(2011) and Leonard Rambeau (2010).

The Banner Year Award was created to recognize the success of an artist and 
their manager for an exceptional year. DANIEL CAESAR, MATTHEW BURNETT & 
JORDAN EVANS, join previous recipients Joanne Setterington & The Strumbellas 
(2017), Tony Sal & The Weeknd in 2016. A special thank you to SOCAN Founda-
tion for supporting the creation and on-going support of this award.

We would like to take a moment to extend a sincere thank you to our supporters 
without whom this event would not be possible: Honour Roll title sponsor Slaight 
Music, OMDC, SOCAN Foundation, & MROC | Musicians’ Rights Organization 
Canada; our Board of Directors; and you, our members and industry guests. We 
hope you enjoy this evening as we pay tribute to those who have made a signifi-
cant impact on music management.

Sincerely,

MMF CANADA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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MMF CANADA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Meg Symsyk (President)

Susan de Cartier (Vice President)

Jake Gold (Treasurer)

Alex Bonenfant (Secretary)

Graham Stairs

Rob Lanni 

Rhyna Thompson

Gourmet deFelice 

Dan Fraser

Michael Gorman

Jason Burns 

Amie Thierren

SPONSORS
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PROGRAM

SPONSORED BY SLAIGHT MUSIC

MAY 8, 2018 | BYMARK RESTAURANT | TORONTO

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

 

APPETIZERS

MADAME OF CEREMONIES
MMF PRESIDENT, MEG SYMSYK

BANNER YEAR AWARD PRESENTATION to DANIEL CAESAR,
MATTHEW BURNETT & JORDAN EVANS

SPONSORED BY SOCAN FOUNDATION

INDUCTION BY TOM KEMP

MAIN COURSE SERVED

BRIAN CHATER PIONEER AWARD PRESENTATION to RILEY O’CONNOR

INDUCTION BY NORMAN PERRY

DESSERT SERVED

HONOUR ROLL PRESENTATION to SUSAN DE CARTIER

INDUCTION BY JIM CUDDY
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HONOUR ROLL INDUCTEE • SUSAN DE CARTIER
 

“Thank you to the MMF for this honour! I have been tremendously fortunate to 
turn my love of music into a career and am honoured to be receiving the same 
award as the incredible managers - and mentors - that have come before me.”     
- Susan de Cartier

Susan de Cartier started out in New York City as a legal assistant working towards 
law school when a chance meeting on a plane to Toronto changed her trajectory. 
Come hear the story and how Susan’s career in artist management began,
working with Blue Rodeo and Crash Vegas at The ACT/Risqué Disque in Toronto. 

Her company Starfish Entertainment formed in 1995, which has been involved in 
the creation and release of more than 50 amazing albums, collectively sold over 
5 million copies, coupled with countless concert tickets for artists including Blue 
Rodeo, Jim Cuddy, The Sadies, Oh Susanna, Skydiggers, Greg Keelor and Harrow 
Fair. 

Over the course of her 30-year career, Susan has guided Blue Rodeo on to
become one of the most successful bands in Canadian history garnering 12 
Junos, a Star on the Walk of Fame and membership in the Canadian Music Hall 
of Fame. Her Starfish Entertainment company boasts a smart, tight-knit, and 
loyal staff, managing The Woodshed recording studio in addition to her longtime 
clients. 

Well respected in the artist and industry community at large, Susan also gives 
back through her time and contributions on the MMF and OMDC board positions. 
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Congratulations
Celebrating with you...

Susan de Cartier Riley O’Connor

Kay White

8125 Hwy 93
Tiny, ON  L0K 2E1

Honour Roll Award Brian Chater
Pioneer Award

Or TreatTrick Entertainment Inc.

705.529.9448
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Proud to celebrate our friends
HONOUR ROLL INDUCTEE  

SUSAN DE CARTIER
and

BRIAN CHATER PIONEER  
AWARD RECIPIENT 

RILEY O’CONNOR

From all  
of us at
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BRIAN CHATER PIONEER AWARD • RILEY O’CONNOR 

Riley O’Connor is widely regarded as one of the pioneers of the Canadian Music 
Business and a formidable force in Canadian music since arriving on the scene in 
1971. From his early beginnings in Montreal as a drum roadie, guitar tech,
stagehand and truck driver, O’Connor quickly moved up the ranks of concert 
production and a touring Chief Election in Europe.

In 1977, after five years working in stage production in Europe, O’Connor 
co-founded Perryscope Concert Productions in Vancouver where he worked as 
Production Manager, General Manager, then Chief of Operations and Talent Buyer.
From Perryscope Concerts to Baseline Entertainment, Concert Productions
International to House of Blues and now to Live Nation Canada, where Riley has 
served as Chairman since 2007, over the years Riley O’Connor has brought some 
of the brightest lights and greatest shows Canada has ever seen including
international artists such as; AC/DC, Bruce Springsteen, Def Leppard, Guns n
Roses, Elton John, Depeche Mode, Backstreet Boys, Iron Maiden, Rod Stewart, 
Bob Dylan, Eric Clapton, Billy Joel and KISS to name but a few.

As chairman of Live Nation Canada - the country’s leading concert promoter - 
Riley O’Connor has steered the company to market leadership in Canada’s live 
entertainment industry generating approximately $420 million in annual sales for 
the company and producing more than 1400 concerts annually for Canadian and 
international artists. A strong advocate of domestic talent and development - 
complemented by his hands-on approach - he has emerged as a formidable force 
in Canadian music and an integral part of the pioneering spirit of touring live 
music in Canada.

Canadian artists produced and promoted by O’Connor over the years include; 
RUSH, Blue Rodeo, April Wine, Bryan Adams, The Tragically Hip, Triumph, The 
Guess Who, Streetheart, 54*40, Nickelback, Kim Mitchell, Tom Cochrane, Our 
Lady Peace, Chantal Kreviazuk, Drake and many, many more, leading to his 
induction into the Canadian Music and Broadcast Hall of Fame in 2012.

Riley O’Connor is a champion of Canadian music and continues to passionately 
advocate for the development and promotion of coast to coast national tours. 
Riley is respected and admired by artists, agents and managers alike for his 
integrity and passion for the music industry.
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www.feldman-agency.com
FTI @feldmanagency

F R O M  T H E  F E L D M A N  A G E N C Y

14

BANNER YEAR AWARD • DANIEL CAESAR, MATTHEW BURNETT & JORDAN EVANS
Sponsored by SOCAN Foundation 

No one can deny the meteoric rise of Canadian, Juno winning, Grammy-
nominated R&B and soul singer-songwriter Daniel Caesar this year. 
After independently building a following through the release of two critically
acclaimed EPs Praise Break and Pilgrim’s Paradise, Caesar released his debut 
album Freudian in August 2017, which also garnered widespread critical acclaim. 
Co-managers Jordan Evans and Matthew Burnett developed Daniel and also 
co-produced the entirety of his album Freudian and were Juno Producer of the 
Year nominees. Freudian featured #1 Urban AC hit ‘Get You”, #1 iTunes R&B/Soul 
Album and Apple “Up Next” support, Spotify “Spotlight”, TV performances on The 
Late Show with James Corden, Late Night with Seth Myers, The Juno Awards, and 
a performance with Chance the Rapper on Stephen Colbert. Heck, two songs, “Get 
You, First World Problems,” even made it on Obama’s year-end list. His debut 
world tour is selling out everywhere, including a 5-night run in his hometown of 
Toronto at Danforth Music Hall. 

/ / / / / / / / / / / / / / /
“On his debut album, Toronto R&B singer Daniel Caesar looks to gospel for 
a roadmap to the complexities of romantic love”
– PITCHFORK

Daniel Caesar 
“Breathtaking talent”
The 22-year-old curates an intimate, magical set that feels inherently per-
sonal 
– INDEPENDENT UK

“Daniel Caesar returned the love Toronto has shown him 
An arena tour feels inevitable, but at the fourth of five sold-out Danforth 
shows the golden boy kept things intimate and highlighted other home-
town talent”
– NOW 
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SOCANmusic socan.com

C O N G R
A T U L A
T I O N S
T O  O U R  F R I E N D S ,  C O L L E A G U E S  &  M M F  H O N O U R E E S

SUSAN DE CARTIER

DANIEL CAESAR, MATTHEW BURNETT 
& JORDAN EVANS

 RILEY O’CONNOR

WISHING YOU
CONTINUED SUCCESS! 

19



\\\\\\\\\\\\\

\\\\\\\\\\\


